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Frog Hollow
Frog Hollow is situated on Lots 5665 and 5672 in the City of Darwin. All of Lot 5665 and the north-
western portion of Lot 5672 are covered by parkland with many old and shady trees. All of the 
parkland is referred to on the City of Darwin website as Frog Hollow Park “a popular space for events 
and gatherings”. The remaining south-eastern portion of Lot 5672 houses the Frog Hollow Centre for 
the Arts which includes the Darwin Visual Arts Association. The whole Frog Hollow area is highly 
valued by the Darwin community. Additionally, the recent City of Darwin election highlighted the 
importance of natural green space within the City of Darwin, particularly in the CBD. 

The Darwin Primary School was built in 1952 on the area known as Frog Hollow; the school 
buildings were on what is now Lot 5672 and the school playground covered the western portion of 
Lot 5672 and Lot 5665. Prior to the school Frog Hollow was a natural drainage line which became 
a wet season creek. Lot 5665 of Frog Hollow was declared as a Heritage Place under the Heritage 
Conservation Act in March 1996. The Heritage Register states “Frog Hollow is open parkland that 
was originally utilised as worker camps in the initial years of Commonwealth jurisdiction over the 
Northern Territory. The open land of Frog Hollow is highly valued by the Darwin community for its 
social and educational associations with the workers camps and later the Darwin Primary School. It 
is also valued as natural parkland within the Central area of the city.”

The community values the whole of the Frog Hollow precinct, not just Lot 5665. The central part 
of the precinct proposed to be developed into a main road is on Lot 5672 and contains many of the 
highly valued trees. 50 trees are proposed to be removed for the road. The significant tree listing 
discussed in this report shows that all of Frog Hollow needs protecting. The proposed main road is 
very wide and not required to meet Darwin’s needs, it should not be built through Frog Hollow.

Northern Territory Register of Significant Trees
The Northern Territory Register of Significant Trees was established by the National Trust of  
Australia (NT) and Greening Australia (NT) to raise community awareness about the value of 
trees and to protect and maintain this important part of our natural and historic heritage. Trees 
are included on the register on the basis of one or more categories of significance. The Northern 
Territory Register of Significant Trees is housed at the National Trust of Australia (NT)’s Darwin 
office at Audit House, 2 Burnett Place, Larrakeyah.

Frog Hollow Significant Tree Listing
The trees at Frog Hollow were listed on the Northern Territory Register of Significant Trees as a 
“Group of Trees” on 8 July 1986. Their number on the register is “Area 1” and the listing covers 
Lots 5665 and 5672 and adjacent road reserve. The categories of significance that the trees were 
nominated under are:
•	 Category 2: Any tree outstanding for its large height, trunk circumference or canopy spread.
•	 Category 6: Any tree which occurs in a unique location or situation or provides a significant 

contribution to the landscape, including remnant native vegetation, important landmarks and 
trees which form part of an historic garden, park or town.

•	 Category 10: Any group or avenue of trees conforming to any of the above criteria.

Many of the trees at Frog Hollow are included in the listing. The trees mapped in the significant 
tree listing are shown on the image on the following page. Many of the trees were planted in the 
1950’s when Frog Hollow was the site of the Darwin Primary School. The Register of Significant Trees 
includes maps, species lists of all the mapped trees, and photos of some of the trees. There were 33 
different species of trees included in the listing. It appears some trees have since been removed, or 
have possibly died. However many of the listed trees remain.
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Image of Frog Hollow showing listed Significant Trees (image from Nearmap 2017)

Images of Frog Hollow from either end of  
Proposed Main Road (Google Maps 2016)


